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Stations 93 and 105, 106, 108, 109: Cranial nerve 
examination
Please examine this patient’s cranial nerves. Describe your findings and differential diagnosis. Suggest further investigations and your 
management plan.

Not 
attempted

Partially 
attempted

Complete

General
Washes hands and introduces self
Identifies patient
Explains procedure and gains consent

Examination
Asks the patient to sit upright and positions him/herself opposite
Generally inspects the patient, commenting on any walking aids, signs of 

parkinsonism, hemiparesis or any obvious facial asymmetry
Closer inspects the face, noting any evidence of Horner’s syndrome, facial 

drooping or ptosis
Cranial nerve I
Asks the patient if they have noticed any change in their sense of smell
Cranial nerves II, III, IV and VI
Tests visual acuity using a Snellen chart or equivalent. Remembers to aks the 

patient if he/she wears glasses
Effectively screens for inattention
Correctly tests for any visual field defects ensuring correct positioning of 

both self and patient
Checks for central scotoma using a red pin
Inspects the pupils for equal size
Correctly checks direct and consensual reflexes
Tests for accommodation
Tests eye movements using either ‘H’ or star-shaped movements. Checks for 

nystagmus and asks the patient about any pain or diplopia
Mentions that they would perform fundoscopy
Cranial nerve V
Motor: asks the patient to clench teeth and feels over the masseter and 

temporalis
Sensory:tests light touch in each of the divisions of the trigeminal nerve
Reflexes:states that they would wish to test corneal reflex and jaw jerk
Cranial nerve VII
Tests the various movements of the facial nerve by asking the patient to:
• Raise their eyebrows
• Screw up their eyes
• Show their teeth
• Blow out their cheeks
Cranial nerve VIII
Covers one ear and whispers in the other to test hearing
Mentions that Rhine’s and Weber’s tests would be performed if an 

abnormality was detected
Cranial nerves IX and X
Asks the patient to open his/her mouth and say ‘Ahh’ – checks for symmetry 

of the uvula and palate
Asks the patient to cough and to swallow some water
Mentions that the gag reflex would also be performed
Cranial nerve XI
Asks the patient to shrug his/her shoulders and to turn head from side to side 

against resistance
Cranial nerve XII
Inspects the tongue in the mouth for fasciculation or wasting
Asks the patient to stick the tongue out and move from side to side. Asks 

patient to push tongue against inside of cheek to check power

End of procedure
Mentions that ideally, a full neurological examination would be carried out
Offers differential and management of abnormality described
Thanks patient, addresses ICE




